138       VII. Seki's contemporaries and possible Western influences.
of the bird, that in all that region Nakashima's name became known and his praises were sung. So celebrated was his simple exploit that the people called him Hato no as hi wo naoshita Sofia* or Hato no So/ia* a name so pleasing to him that he thereupon adopted it and was thenceforth known as Hatono Soha.s
His fame now having found its way along the Inland Sea, a daimyo of. the Higo province, Lord Hosokawa, in clue time called him to enter his service at Osaka, so that he left Nagasaki, bearing with him gifts from his masters, Almans and Schambergen, as well as those which Postow had presented when he was in Europe or in some colony of Spain, Portugal, or Holland. This was in i6Si,4 and there he seems to have remained until his death in 1697, at the age of fifty-six years. Such is the brief story of the only Japanese scholar who is known, though native sources, to have studied in Europe and to have returned to his own country at about the time that Petrus Hartsingius was studying mathematics and medicine in Leyden. If Hatono was fifty-six when he died, as the family records assert, he must have been born in 1641 which is a little too late for Hartsingius, whereas if he and Carron are the same, his birth is placed in 1634 or 1635, which argues strongly against this conjecture.
The problem seems, therefore, to reduce to the search for a Doctor Postow, and to a search for some problem in the Japanese mathematics of the Seki school that is at the same time in Van Schooten's Tractatus or in some contemporary treatise. Thus far we have no knowledge that Hatono knew
* Soha who cured the pigeon's leg.
2  Soha of the pigeon.
3  The name is now in the ninth generation.
4  This is the date as it appears  in the family records,  as communicated to us by his descendant.    According  to T. Yokoyamu, however, there is a manuscript in the possession of the family,  signed by Deshiiua Ranshyu at Nagasaki in  1684.    If this is a mm de plume of Hatono's as Mr. Yokoyama believes, he may have gone to Osaka later than i68i,